


| Clty of Palmetto Meetl'ng Date
‘Agenda Item 6/21/10

o ‘ lVIa'rk-P..Barnebe'y' ] - — — I >City'Atto:m'ey‘ :
Presenter:. T ; . * | Department: | ‘

Title: o - ' -

Amended and Restated Charter and Ordlnance 2010-10 o . y i -

'BACKGROUND:

. Afier nearly a year of meetmgs by the Chaner ‘Review Commiittee, the Commlttee recommended a -number of changes to
the Charter. , B ‘ . .
DlSCUSS[ON:- :

An.ordinance has been:prepared with the Charter as amended:and réstated: Some.of these were grammatical changes. The
' substantive:changes fromthe current Charter -are summarlzed by $ection of the cuirrent Charter.as.follows:

Section 3. The defi mtlons of City'z and: ‘Organizational, Meetmg were added. The deﬁmtlon of Legal Resident was clarified
to ensure. that it is a person who has established a permanent residence in the.City, of Palmetto. The definition of Elector was amended
| to ensure consisténcy with-Florida'Statutes ‘and fo ‘make; sure thiat an elector is also a Legal Res:dent of the City. The definition of
"General Election was revised to: be consnstent wnth Florida‘law. . «

Sectxon 9. This sectlon was amended to clanfy the quallﬁcatlon requirements for all persons running for Commnss:on
office with addmonal requirements for those élected by voters'within a ward,

Sectlon 10. This section was amended to-clarify the powers of the Vice Mayor and'to speclﬁcal ly state that the Vice
Mayor may not éxercise veto power when the Mayor is temporanly absent or disabled.. .

Sectlon 12: The sectlon was. amended to clanfy the requnrements of office ifa vacancy occurs-on the Commission.

Sectlon 13. ThlS section was: amended to. remforce that the Mayor is not a member of the Commission, but shall preside
over Commission Meetings: ’ . y

. Section 4. This,section was amended 1o clarify the process for vetomg an ordmance and.the process for notifying the
‘Commlssmn andthe publlc of such a veto. ;

Section 16. ‘This'section was ameénded-to clanfy the amount to which' the Mayor may bid in a judicial sale. It also places
a maximum time:frame for any appomtment to.two (2) years

Secuon 1.7. This. sectlon was amended to. provnde for an appomtment of the' Appomted Officials by the Mayor and
confirmation by the City | Commlssnon Additional ly tim¢ frames for any appomtments weré:modified to ensure the appointments
cannot extend béyond: the first Orgamzatlonal Meetmg followmg a General Electlon for. the Mayor s Office. It also places limitations

_ 'on possible reappointment of a person who did; fiot receive confirmation; iof the Commlssnon A'provision was also added to ensure
that Commissioners are entitled to receive mformatlon from Appomted Ofﬁclals as needed to conduct the duties of their office.

Section 18. This section. was amended to. provnde that the Mayor shall be a legal resident for at least 365 days prior to the
last qualifying day for office and shall'remain-a resndent durmg their térm of ofﬁce

Section 19. “This séction was amended.to revise: the process of selectlon of Mayor-in the event the current Mayor becomes
;permantently uriablé to perfonn the duties of Mayor . .

Section 20. This section” was amended to provide that a Clty employee who unis’ fof office shall be placed on an unpaid
" Iéave of absence until the day after the: electlon prowded that if the person‘is.unopposed the employee may return to work after.the
1| last'day of qualifying.

Section 21. This section was-amended to ellmmate surplus, language no longer necessary The oath of office was
| amended to'reflect the Clty has a'Charter, but not a constltutlon

Section'23. This sec_tnon was ‘amended to be co_nsnsten_t- \y‘ith curient Florida Statiites.
Section 24. This section: was: amended to clarlfy the impact of the adoption’ of the'amended Charter.

Sections 25 and 26 of the-existing Chrter were deleied as it wasa, transmonal language which is no longer needed.

Section 30 (now. Sectlon 27). Thls sectlon reﬂects the appropnate effectlve date for the Amended Charter if approved by
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* » Direction
Requested:

_ Staff Contact:

Attachments:

: ‘the.electorate,
¥ Or_dina_nqe. 2010-10 provides for placing the Amended Charter on the ballot for adoption with a proposed title and ballot
.question. The ballot.question:cannot exceed:75 words. (It proposed that the Charter be placed on the November 2, 2010 General
Election Ballot. . " ‘ - :

" Budgeted [ ... | BudgetPage [ | Available [ ..o | Expenditure '
Amount: $000 | ‘No(s):. . _| Amount: - $000 | Amount: $0,'00
Additional Budgetary < [ .

Information: | S 7 7 i

Funding Sufficient - [JYes  Budget O Yes ,

Source(s): Funds ‘0O No " Amendment: [J No Source:

- Available: . Required:
City Attorney [ Yes Advisory Board. . [ For - Consistent [J Yes
Reviewed: O No Recommendation: - [ Against  With: ' No
[ N/A ST KNA . O N/A

Potential 1 m.o,;'*é to approveOrdmance iOlOJiO for ﬁrstreadmgand ﬁuthprifz'é.the Mayor to notice the
" Motion/ matter for public-hearing for-the next available' commission agenda:

¥ ) . P
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[Proposed Ordinance 2010-10
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. ORDINANCE NO. 2010-10

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALMETTO FLORIDA AUTHORIZING
SUBMISSION OF AN '‘AMENDMENT OF THE CITY CHARTER TO THE
VOTERS AT THE NOVEMBER 2010 GENERAL ELECTION FOR AN
AMENDED AND RESTATED CITY CHARTER; PROVIDING FOR THE
CREATION AND POWERS OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR SECTIONS
RELATING TO = HEADINGS, DEFINITIONS; THE FORM OF
GOVERNMENT, BOUNDARIES WARDS, LEGISLATIVE POWERS,
COMMISSIONERS, . COMMISSIONER QUALIFICATIONS .AND OFFICE
HOLDING;, PROVIDING FOR A VICE MAYOR, COMMISSION MEETINGS,
REQUIREMENTS F OR:A QUORUM AND NEED FOR A MAJORITY VOTE,
COMMISSIONER VACANCIES AND REPLACEMENT, PRESIDING
OFFICER, ORDINANCES "AND VETOES; PROVIDING FOR THE
EXECUTIVE BRANCH THE MAYOR, APPOINTED OFFICERS, MAYOR
QUALIFICATIONS AND VACANCY AND REPLACEMENT OF THE
MAYOR; PROVIDING FOR ELECTIONS, TERMS OF OFFICE AND THE
OATH OF OFFICE, RECALL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS, AMENDMENT
AND REFERENDUM OF THE CHARTER, EFFECT ON EXISTING RIGHTS
AND ORDINANCES,. INTERPRETATIONS OF THE CHARTER, CHARTER

- REVIEW, AND THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS CHARTER; PROVIDING
FOR: APPROVAL OF ABALLOT QUESTION PROVIDING FOR APPROVAL
OF BALLOT" QUESTION TITLE; PROVIDING FOR. PUBLICATION;
PROVIDING FOR COORDINATION WITH SUPERVISOR ‘OF ELECTIONS;
PROVIDING FOR . ELECTION . DATE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF
ORDINANCES IN' CONFLICT PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIV E DATE. .

WHEREAS, Artlcle VIII, Sectlon 2, Constitution of- the State of Florida as revised in
1968, provides for and establishes - mumclpahtles and grants to those municipalities certain
governmental, corporate “and proprletary powers to enable them to conduct municipal
government, perfonn ‘municipal functlons and render municipal services and authorities said
municipalities to exercise any‘LPQWEr for municipal purppses; except as otherwise provided by

‘ law; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, “The Municipal Home Rule Powers Act,”
implements, by general law, the agthority and jurisdiction granted to municipalities by the

Florida Constitution and establishes home rule:for said municipalities; and
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WHEREAS, the City of Paimetto is a municipality with a_::h'atter form of government;
and M o ' )‘

WHEREAS, a Clty Charter 1s an 1mportant govemment document to any municipality;
and '

WHEREAS, the C1ty determmed that it was approprlate for a Charter Review
Committee to review the C1ty Charter .and recommend amendments of the Charter to the City

N

Commission; and

WHEREAS, after cons1dermg the recommendations of the Charter Review Committee,
the City Comm1ssnon of the C1ty of Palmetto finds that it is in the best mterests of the people of
the City that the City Charter be amended to provide for a more’ balanced form of government of
the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Comm1ssmn has determined to submlt the proposed Charter

amendments for approval or dlsapproval by the electors of the: City.

NOW, T HEREFORE,BEIT ORDAINED by the Clty Commission of the City of
Palmetto: S ‘ o

Section 1. Sub‘l'n‘ifssrio'n of Proposed Charter: Attached hereto and incorporated
, herein is Exhibit “A”. Exhibit “A” contains the proposed amended and restated Charter of the
City of Palmetto. |

Section 2. The following statement is hereby

approved as the referendum question to be placed upon the ballot; as required by Section

101.161, Florida Statues:
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" 'Shall- the City of Palmetto Charter be amended and restated as described in
Ordinance 2010-10, updatlng, clarlfylng and separatlng the powers and duties of the
Mayor, Vice Mayor, and C;gmmlis_slon, specifying qualnﬁcatlpns to serve in the offices of
Mayor, Vice Mayor and :(i‘dmjnissjoner, regulating' the appdintlnent of appointed officials,
and providing for adOpti_od‘ydii" Clty ord)inances, City resolutiqﬁn’s‘;’and future amendments of
the Charter? o i T .
| - Yes
Ne -

Section 3. .'Ball‘ot T itie The following is hereby approved as the ballot title as
required by Section 101: 161 Flonda Statutes:

Palmetto Charter ainendxnents ~providing for a balanced government with related
provisions. : -

Section 4. Co‘otrdinati‘oh The Mayor and City "Staff are hereby authorized to
coordinate with the office of the Superv1sor of Elections in order to do those things necessary to
have this referendum placed on the ballot for the general electlon scheduled for November 2,
2010. R

Section S. Publlcatlon The Amended and Restated Charter shall be available for
review at the Clerk’s Ofﬁce C1ty Hall through the date of the election. The Mayor and City staff
shall publish the text of the “amended_Charter, the current Charter, and a Summary of the major
amendments for review hy the;electorate by a variety of means, which may include the City’s
posting at City Hall and dn{t_he Wehsite, placing such information in;‘neWSpapers, flyers, mailers,
and other such means as approp,riéte-. The City shall make every reasonable effort to fully

inform the electorate prior to the election.




‘Ordinance No. 2010-10
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Section6.  Repeal of Ordina‘qce. This Ordinance hereby repeals all ordinances

and parts of ordinances in éonﬂicfhcrewith to the extent of such conflict.

ﬂ Section 7. - Severability /. Shotld any portion of this Ordinance be found by a court of
competent jurisdiction to bfé’ jiic;‘gal or unconstitutional, then sli“ch‘ploi:tion shall be served and the
remaining portions of the Ordidarice shé!l be unaffected thereby. |

Section8. - Effective Date ' This Ordinance shall take effect as provided for by
law and by City Charter, Section 14 upon execution by the Mayor, or if disapproval occurs, upon
reconsideration by the C1ty Comm1ssmn and passing of the Ordlnance by at least four (4) votes
of the City Commission. The. Charter Amendments provided hereln shall be effective only upon
approval of a majority of electors vgtmg on the measure, effective upon certification of election

results.

APPROVED AND fADOPTED by the City Comm1ss1on in open session, with a
quorum present and. votmg, th1s 19th: day of July, 2010.

First Reading: _ . June21,2010
Publication: -~ July2,2010
Second Reading and - .
Public Hearing: “July 19,2010
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CITY OF .PALMETTO, FLORIDA, BY

AND THROUGH THE CITY

‘COMMISSIQN OF THE CITY OF
* PALMETTO"

By:
SHIRLEY GROOVER BRYANT, MAYOR

ATTEST: James R. Freeman

By:

City Clérk/DeputY" Clerk.




CHARTER

L General Provisions §§ 1 - 6_-

"I Legislative Branch §§ 7 = 14

.  Executive Branch, §§15~ 19

IV.  Miscellaneous Provisions, §§ 20~ 27

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

v

Section 1. Creation and poWers,

The City of Palmetto in Manate¢ County, Florida, created under and by virtue of Chapter
11059, Laws of Florida, as Amended, shall have all governmental, corporate and proprietary
powers to enable it to conduct mun1c1pal government, perform mun1c1pal functions and render
mun1c1pal services, and may exermse any ‘power for mun1c1pa1 purposes as set forth in Article
VIII, Sectlon 2, Florida: Constltutlon Chapter 166, Florida Statutes and as otherw1se provided by
law. , .

Section 2. Headings.
The ‘headings;ascribed to ¢ach section of this charter should riot be deemed a part thereof.
Section 3. Definitions. |

As used herein, the followmg terms shall have the meanlng set forth. All defined terms
shall be in italic type when used here1n

Appomted offi czal means such unelected ofﬁcml of the City as shall be provided for by
ordinance. .

City means the City of Palmetto

FElector means a person who isa reglstered voter as prescrlbed by general law, and is a
Legal Resident of the Clty

Legal Resrdent means a person who has established a permanent residence, as defined as
that place where a person’ has his or her true, fixed and permanent home and prmcxpal
establishment to which, ‘whenever ‘absent, he ‘or she has the intention of returning, within the
corporate limits of the City of Palmetto. A person may have only one permanent residence at one
time and, once a permanent residence is established outside of ‘the City, it is presumed to
continue until the person shows that a change has oecur_r_ed

Majority ‘Vote means greater than fifty perCen:tj(SO%') of the Commissioners present and
voting. o e
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Majority Vote of the Commzsszon means three or more votes for or against the
pr0posmon . R '

it

Orgamzatzonal Meeting. means “the ﬁrst tegular meeting of the Commission the first
regular meeting in January. At such meeting the Commission may perform such business of the

' Clty as may be allowed by law including' selection of Vice-Mayor and confirming Appointed

Officials, as necessary, in addltlon to any duties required herein.
Genéral Election means thestatew1de general electrOn as defined by general law.

Section 4. Forin of G'ovei"'mrie:nt= two branches.

The government of -the. Clty. shall consist of a Legrslatlve Branch comprised of five -

elected Commissioners. and an Executlve Branch consisting of an elected Mayor and such

subordiriate Appointed. Offic cials as. shall be provided for by ordmance of the City. All elected

officials shall be Electors of this C1ty All officials shall perform siich duties and receive such . .

compensation as may be prescrlbed by.this Charter and ordinances of the City.

Section 5. Boundaries.

The corporate limits of the City of Palmetto shall be as set’ forth in the document entitled
“Boundaries of the City of” Palmetto” which shall be on file at C1ty Hall and which may be

. amended from time to trme to reﬂect annexations and contractlons of the: corporate limits.

~Section 6. Wards.

The City Comm1551on shall by ordinance, divide the City mto three (3) wards to be
designated numerlcally The City Commission shall at any time have the ] power to alter or adjust
the boundaries of such wards by ordmance in accordance with applicable law, by Majority Vote
of ‘the Commission.” The City Comimission shall examine ‘the; need for such alterations or
adjustments to ward boundarres at least once every ten (10) years after each decennial United
States Census of Population.

" "I LEGISLATIVE BRANCH'
Section 7. Le’gislati\"e 'Power. '

The legislative power of ‘the City shall be solely vested in a City Commission of five
elected members.. The Commission shall have power to. enact such ordinances, resolutions, and
policies as it shall deem necessary to carry out the functions and services of the government
enumerated in Section 1 of this Charter The power of the Commission shall not extend to
involvement in management of City operatlons, or any other power granted to the Executive
Branch in Part III hereof, unless provrded elsewhere in this Charter.




Section 8. Commissioners.

Three of the five Comm1ssmners shall be elected by the Electors residing within the
boundaries of the wards established as provided herein. The two remammg Commissioners shall
be elected at large by the Electors of the entire City. :

Section 9. 'Col'ilm'issioner'QUali’ﬁc"a'tioh’s; Assuming Office.

The three (3) ward Comm1ss1oners must each be an Elector.> Additionally, the three (3)
ward Commissioners shall each: have been a Legal Resident of the Clty for a minimum of three
hundred and 51xty-ﬁve (365) conseciitive days 1mmed1ately prior to the last day of qualifying for
election to the office being sought and have been a Legal Resident of the ward from which they
are to be elected for a minimum of one hundred and eighty (180) consecutive days immediately
‘prior to the last day of. quallfymg for election to the office sought The two at-large
Commissioners must, each be an Elector and have been a.Legal Resident of the City for a
minimum of three hundred and 51xty -five (365) consecutive days immediately prior to the last
iday.of qualifying for election to the office sought. Commissionefs shall assume office on the
date of the first Commission meeting followmg their election and shall contlnue to be a Legal
Resident and Elector of the City during thelr term of office.

Séction 10. Vice-Mayor.

At each Organizational Meeting of the Commission, the Commission shall elect, by
Majority Vote of the Commission, one Commissioner to serve as Vice-Mayor, who shall serve a
term of one year. The Commission ‘may elect a.new Commissioner to serve as Vice-Mayor at
any time ‘upon an affirmative vote:of four members of the Commission. If the Vice-Mayor seat
becomes vacant, as defined in ‘Section 12 below, a substitute shall be elected by Majority Vote of
the Commission, who shall serve the remamder of that term. The Vice-Mayor shall perform the
duties of and have the powers of Mayor dunng the temporaty absence or temporary disability of
the Mayor with the exception: of the veto power pursuant to Section 14 below. While performing
the temporary duties of actlng Mayor, the Vice-Mayor shall retaln the right to vote as a
Commissioner. .

Section 11. Commission Meé:f“ings'; QliOi'um;,M‘ajor-ity Vote.

The City Commission shall hold such regular meetings and special meetings as the
Mayor Vice-Mayor (when acting as’ Mayor), or the City Commission, by Majority Vote, may
call. The presence of three Commissioners shall constitute a quorum for purposes of conducting
City business at all Commission meetings: At the first regular meeting in January, the
Commission shall hold an Organizational Meeting for the purposes described in this Charter.
Unless limited elsewhere herein, all 6rdir’1éh’ccs,] resolutions, policy statements and other acts of
the Commission shall be approved by Majority Vote.




Section 12. Commission Members; Vacancies; Replacement.

The office of a. Commlssmner shall become vacant upon the Commissioner’s death,
permanent 1ncapac1ty, re51gnat10n -permanent entry upon the office of Mayor, removal from
office in any manner authorized. by law, or forfelture of the office. A vacancy shall also occur in
. the event no candidate seeks election for office. Forfeiture of office shall occur upon declaration
by Majority Vote: of the Commission, if a Commissioner: (a) ‘lacks at any time, during the

Comm1ssmner s term of ofﬁce any quahﬁcatlon for the office as prescribed in this Charter or by
law; or (b) shall be absent for more than six consecutive regular Commission meetings without
the Mayor having beeii notified. In the absence of such notification, the Commission shall
inquire into the absence of the Commissioner prior to con51der1ng any motion on forfeiture of
office. S :

) As soon as practlcable upon the occurrence of a vacancy, the Commission, by Majority
_Vote of the Commission, shall choose a successor to serve the remalnder of such vacant term, or
wuntil the first Commission meetmg followmg the next General Electzon -which ever shall first
L;occur. 'If the vacant term extends beyond the next General Election, the remainder of such term
shall be filled by a person elected in such election, prov1ded if the vacancy occurs thirty days or
fewer before the first date of quahfylng for such election, the appomted successor’s term shall
continue toitsend. : :

In the event no candidate seeks-election to fill the vaéancy,ﬁ'Such Commission seat shall
be-filled by ,appoi'nt‘metnt‘bya Majoritj» Vote of the Commission in the manner set forth above.

If a vacancy occurs in the ofﬁce of a Commissioner of a ward the City Commission shall
appoint as successor a person who ‘is an Elector and who has been a Legal Resident of the City
- for a'minimum of three hundied and sixty-five (365) consecutive days immediately prior to the
date the vacancy occuirred and who has béen a Legal Resident of the:ward from which they are to
be appointed for a minimum of one hundred and elghty (180) consecutive days immediately prior
to the date the vacancy occurred. If'a vacancy occurs in the office of an at-large Commissioner,
the Commission shall appoint as successor a person who is an Elector and who has been a Legal
Resident of the City for a minimum of three hindred and sixty- ﬁve (365) consecutive days
immediately prior to the date the vacancy occurred. '

Section 13. 'May.(irto' Preside Over Commission Meetings.

The Mayor shall not be a member of the C1ty Commission, ‘but the Mayor shall preside at
meetlngs of ‘the * Commission and shall have the nght to take part in discussions of the
Commission. The Mayor: shall not have- any authorlty to make or to second a motion,, or to vote
on any motion. The Mayor shall have the authority to veto any ordinance or resolution of the
Commission, in accordance ‘_’w1th‘th=e veto provisions set forth in-Section 14 below.

Section 14. Ordinances; Mayor Veto.

EXcept as set forth elsewhere her’ein, all ordinances and resolutions enacted by the

g
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Commission shall be enacted in accordance with the procedures required by Florida law and -

~approval of the Commission by Majorzty Vote. . Before going into effect, such ordinances and

resolutions shall be submitted to the Mayor for 51gnature If thé Mayor signs the ordinance or
resolution, then it shall become effective. according to its terms. If the Mayor disapproves the
ordinance or resolutlon the Mayor shall veto the ordinance or resolution and post any objections
in writing at City Hall. The. Mayor shall present any objections to each member of the
Commission in wrmng at least five (5) calendar days pnor to the next regular meeting of the
Commission which is at least ten (10) calendar days after the adoption of the ordinance or
resolution. The Comm1ss1on shall cause-the Mayor’s objections to be entered in full upon the
record of such meeting and shall proceedﬂat‘such meeting to vote upon the vetoed ordinance or
resolution. -If the City Commission shall pass said-ordinance or resolution by four (4) or more
votes, the ordinance or resolution shall become effective according to its terms. Any ordinance
.or resolution which is not 31gned or vetoed by the Mayor prior to the next regular meeting of the
‘Commission, shall become ‘éffective accordmg to its terms.

, _II‘I. E_XEC—UTIVE BRANCH .
Section 15. EXxecutive PoWer.

The executive power of the City :shall be vested in the Mayor and such subordinate
officials as the Mayor shall appoint, as provided herein, who ‘will faithfully execute the
ordinances, resolutions, and- policies of the City. The executive: power shall extend to
management of the day-to-day operations. of the City. ] :

Section 16. Mayor - Powér's a‘nd'Du:ties )

‘The Mayor shall have dlrect superv151on over all Appoznted Officials of the City and the
manner of conducting all Clty business, except as otherwise prov1ded by this Charter, or by law.
The Mayor shall be respon31ble for-the Pproper: .administration of the’ Clty government and all City
affairs as provided by or under this Charter or by ordinance or resolution of the C1ty
Commission. The Mayor shall: :

(@) See that all laws, prov151ons of this Charter and acts of the City Commission, are
faithfully executed

(b) Sign contracts on behalf of the City pursuant to, the provisions of ordinance and as
authorized by such. ordinances and resolutlons or acts as may be enacted or
approved by. the Clty Comm1sswn and

(c) Have the power to bid-on all property for the City at any and all judicial sales
under process of law where the City is a party, up to an amount equal to the
maximum amount owed to the City or to such other amount as may be authorized
by the City Commission.




The Mayor shall have the power to appoint members of all boards, commissions and committees

-of the City, unless otherwise provided by law or City ordinance, and subject to approval of
Majority Vote of the Commzsszon No Mayoral appointment to any board, commission, or
committee shall extend beyond-a term of two years.

Section 17 Appointed Officers Appomtment and Removal.

The Mayor shall appomt all Appointed Oﬁ‘ cials of the C1ty If such official is appointed
for a term of one (1) year or shorter duration, the Commission shall confirm the appointment by
Majority Vote of the Commission. -If the term for such Appointed Official is more than one (1)
year, the’Commission shall confirm the appointment by four (4) or more votes. If the person
does not receive sufficient affirmative votes to be confirmed as prov1ded herein, the person shall .
no longer be an Appointed Official and Mayor shall appoint ‘anothier person to serve as the
Appomted Official within' sixty (60) days of the prior appointment. A person who is not
confirmed by the Commission may not be reappointed to that position without approval of the
~ 'Commission. No term. of appointment for an Appointed Offi cial shall extend beyond the date of
'the first Organizational Meeting following a General Election for the Mayor’s office. The Mayor
may suspend or remove 'Appointed Officials, subject to approvalf of Majority Vote of the
~ Commission, unless prevented by law or this Charter. The City Commission may suspend or
remove Appomted Officials by its own motlon ‘adopted by four (4) or more votes of the
" Commission members. Comm1ss1oners shall be entitled to request and receive 1nformat10n from
all Appomted Officials as may be necessary to ‘conduct the duties of their office.

18. Mayor Qualifications.

. The Mayor must be an Elector and have been a Légal' Resident of the City for a minimum
of three- hundred sixty-five (365) consecutive days immediately prior to the last day of
qualifying for election to the, office.” The Mayor shall continue to be a Legal Resident and an

Elector of the City during the tenn of ofﬁce .

19. Vacancy of Mayor.

In the event that the Mayor becomes permanently unable to perform the duties of Mayor,
as confirmed by Majorn‘y Vote of. the Commission, dies, resigns, ceases to be qualified as
provided by law, or is removed from office following the issuance of a removal order by the
Governor, the Vice-Mayor shall become Mayor at the next regular meeting of Commission
which is at least ten (10) calendar days after the vacancy in the office occurs, unless the Vice-
Mayor declines the office of Mayor. -In the event the Vice-Mayor declines the office of Mayor,
. the Commission shall elect a Mayor by Majority Vote of the Commission from the Commission

membershlp In the event that the Vice-Mayor and all of the Commissioners decline to serve as
Mayor, the Commission may elect, by Majortty Vote of the Commission, a resident to serve as
Mayor until a successor is elected, with such resident being an: Elector and having been a Legal
‘Resident of the City for a minimum of three hundred and sixty-five (365) consecutive days
immediately prior to the date the vacancy occurred. ‘Upon becoming Mayor, that person shall not
be a City Commissioner under the provisions of this Charter. If one hundred eighty (180) days or
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-~ more remain in the then-current term of the Mayor, the City Commission shall call a special

election tofill the office of Mayor for the unexpired portion of the term, and such election shall
be held and completed as soon as practrcable following the occurtence of the vacancy. )

f IV MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
Section 20. Elections.

Unless otherwise prov1ded by law or in this Charter, _the election of officials under this
Charter shall be held at. the General Election during each'.even numbered year to fill the
‘vacancies that will occur upon the convening of the next regularly scheduled meeting of the
- Commission. ‘e o

: - . Elections shall be held and the result determined in accordance with the ordmances of the
Clty of Palmetto, or as otherwise prov1ded by law. All votmg shall be by ballot. All Legal
Residents of the City who possess the qualifications requisite of an Elector at general state
‘elections, 'and who have ‘been duly-registered in the manner prov1ded by general law, shall be
- deemed legal voters at any electlon of this City. -

Any City employee who quallﬁes to.run for office of the Mayor or City Commission shall
be.placed on unpaid leave of absence .until, the day after the election prov1ded however, the
. ‘'employee may utilize any unused vacation days before being placed on the unpaid leave of
" absence. If the employee is unopposed for the office as of the last day to qualify for election to
. that office, then the employee may return to work on the -day followmg the last day to qualify for
the office. oo

Section 21. Terms of Office, Electlons, Oath of Office.

Each Commlssmner and the Mayor shall be elected for a term of four (4) years, except as

may be provided in this Charter.. All elected ofﬁcrals of the City shall hold office until. their
' successor are elected -and qual1ﬁed except as otherwme provided for under this Charter. The
election of the Mayor ‘and the Conimissioners shall be staggered such that the Mayor and the At-
Large Commrssroners are not elected in. the same General Election as the Ward Commissioners.
The election of the Mayor and At- -Large Comm1ss1oners shall be held concurrently with General
Election for the Umted States Presidential Election. General Electzons shall be held concurrent
with statew1de General Electzons '

, Unless otherwise prov1ded in this Charter, each elected official shall assume the duties of
* office at the first regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission following the General Election
~in which the official is elected.

Each elected ofﬁcral before entermg upon office, shall take and subscribe to the
following oath or affirmation: .




I, , do solemnly swear/affirm that I will support, protect and defend
. the Constitution and Government of the United States and of the State of Florida and the Charter
. and Government of the City of Palmetto; that I am qualified to hold office under the Constitution
and laws of the ‘State of Florida, .and under the Charter and Ordinances of the City of Palmetto;
that I will well and falthfully perform at all times the “duties of the office of City
Commissioner/Mayor on which-I am'now about to enter, so help,me' God.

Section 22. Recall.

The Electors of the City shall have’ the power to recall and remove from office, any
elected official of the City, pursuant to the procedures prescribed by law.

Section 23. Amendment; Referendum.
X ,

A referendum shall be- authorized whenever there shall be presented to the City
Commission a petition signéd by ten percent (10%) of the registered Electors of the City as of
the last General Election of the City,. proposing an, amendment to this Charter, or to any
ordinance or resolution of the City. -.Such petition shall clearly set forth in full the proposed
amendment, and the amendment shall be limited to a single subject. Upon receipt of a petition
meeting the requirements of thlS Charter ‘and of general law; the proposed amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of the Electors of the City at the next General Election. The simple majority -
of the votes cast at such election shall be sufficient for passage of the amendment submitted to
referendum. The City Comm1551on may amend this Charter by ordinance or referendum, as
provided by general law.

Section 24. Effect Upon Existing Rights and Ordinances.

All ordinances in effect upon,};the adoption of th_is Charter, to the extent not inconsistent
with it, shall remain in force unless amended as provided herein.
All rights, claims, actions, orders, contracts, and legal or administrative proceedings

involving the City shall continue except as modified. pursuant to the provisions of this Charter.

All ordinances and' parts of ordlnances and resolutlons in conflict with this Charter are
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Section 25. Interpretation. ,v

Any doubt that may arise in the construction of this Charter or any ordinance hereafter
passed by the City Commission shall be construed and applied in the manner most favorable to
the City. Any ordinance hereafter passed shall be consistent with this Charter and, to the extent
of any inconsistency, this Charter shall control.




|

In the event any section, or part of a section of this Charter shall be declared illegal or

. - unconstitutional by any court:of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity
. - ofany other or the remainder of. the sections of this Charter.

26. Charte'r,Review.

This Charter shall beé referred to a Charter Review Committee for review upon the
occurrence of one of the following: .

. Passage of five years from the date of the most recent amendment to this Charter ;
. Resolution of the City Corrrmission; or
. Referendum pursuant to Section 23 of this Charter.

Section 27. Effective Date.

This Charter shall takeieffect on the day after the General Election of 2010.
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