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City of P2Jlmetto
tgerida Item

Meeting Date

6 21 10

Presenter
Mark P arnebey I 1CitY Attorney

Departme t

Title
Amended and Restated Charterand Ordinance2010 10

1

BACKGROuND

After nearly a year of meetings bythe charier Review Committee the Committee recommended a number ofchanges to

theCharter t b

DISCUSSION

An ordinance has been prepared withthe Charter as amended andrestated Some of thesewere grammatical changes The

substaritivechanges from the current Chlirter are summarizedbysection of the clirrenfCharter as follows

Section 3 The definiti6ns ofCity tmdqrglU izational Meeting were added The definition of Legal Resident waschlJified

to ensure that itis a person whohasesiablished a permanintreside ceintheCityofPalmetto The definition of Elector was amended

toensure consistency with Elorida Statutes and t9 malee sure that an elector is also a Legal Resident of the City The definition of

GeneralElectlon waS revised to be consistentwith Florida law
1

Section 9 This section was amendedtocImifyth e qualificaiionrequireiTIentsJorall persons running forCommission

office with additioml1requirementsfor those elected by v ters within Ii ward

Section IO This section was amended to cIarlfythepowers of the Vice MayonindtosjJecifically state that the Vice

Mayor may notexerCise veto power when the M yoristemp orarily absent or disabled

S ction 12 The sectioft yasamendedtbclarlfythe requirements of office ita cancy occurs on theCommission
E

J
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Section 13 This section was amended to reinforce thatthe Mayor is notamemberOfthe Commission but shall preside
overConimissionMeetings

Section 14 This section was aIlIended to C1iliify the processforvetoirigan ordinarice and the process for notifying the

Commission arid the public of such a veto

Section I6 This section w imlendedto clarifythealllountto whiclfthe Mayo may bid in ajudicialsale It also places
a maximum time frame for ariy appoin tmenuotWo 2 years

Section 17 Thissection waSaIlIended to pr6vide foranappointmentofthe Appointe Oflicials by theMayor and

confirmation by the City Commission Additionally titTle framesfor any appohltments were modifiedto ensure the appointments
cannot extend beyond the first Organizational Meeting foIIowinga General Electionfor the Mayors Office Italso places limitations

on possible reapPllintment ofapersori yho did not receive c6nfirmatiOllgf the Commission Aprovision was also added to ensure

that Commissioners are entitled to receive information from Appointed Officials as needed to conduct the duties of their office
T1

I

Section 18 This sectiol was amended to provide that theMlyor shan be a legal resident for at least 365 days prior to the

last qualifying day for office and shalf remain a resident dUIing tteir term of offici

Section 19 Thissectionwasamelldeq to revisefue process ofselection of Mayor in theeverit the current Mayor becomes

permantently uriableto perform the duties ofMayor

Section 20 This section was amended to pwvidethataCity employeewhorullsioroffice shan be placed on an unpaid
leaveof absence until theday after the election proyidedtlatifthe pers6n is unopposed theeniployee may return to work after the

lastday ofqualifying

Section 21 This section was amended to eliminate surjilus language no longer necessary The oath of office was

amended to reflect theCity has a Charter butnot a cOristifution

Section 23 This s ction wasalllended to be consistent with currlmtFlorida Statutes

Section 24 Thissct on was amended to clar fthe impact of the a optionofthealllended Charter

Sections 25 and 26of the existlng Cl1llrter were delei d as it wasatransitionalhmguage which is no longer needed

Section 30 ro riateeffectivedate for the Amended Charter if a
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the electorate

t

Ordinance 2010 10 provides for placing the Amended Charter on the banot for adoption with a proposed titleand banot

question The banOl questioncanilot exceed 75 words It proposed that the Charter be placed on the November 2 2010 General

Election Ballot

Budgeted
Amount 0 00 IBLidget age Available

No s iLjAmount

Additioni1IBudgetary 1Information

0 00 IExpenditure
Amount

s D
ient B 8s

vailable

Budget Q Yes
Amendment P NCl

Required
Source

City Attornev
Reviewed

Potential

Motionl
Direction
Requested

Staff Contact

Attachments

181 Yes

DNo
DN A

Advisory Board Dfor
Recommendation 0 Against

I8IN A

Consistent DYes
With DNo

DN A

0 00 I
I

D
I

1 mllyeito approyeprdinance 2010 10 forfirst reading and lI uthoriie the Mayor to notice the

matter for public hearing for the ilext available commission agenda

PfoposedOrdinance 2010 10
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ORDINANCE NO 201040

V

AN ORDINANCE0F THE CITYOF PALMETTO FLORIDA AUTHORIZING
SUBMISSION OFAN AME DMENT OF THjE CITY 0H TER TO THE

VOTERS AT TBENOVEMBER 2010 GENERALELjSQTI9N FOR AN

AMENDED ANQ RESTATED CITY CHARTERPROYIDINO FOR THE

CREATION AND POWERSOF THE CITY PR0VID GFOR SECTIONS
RELATING TOHEADWGS DEFINITIONS tHE FORM OF

GOVERNMENT BQUNDARIES WARDS LEGISLATIVE POWERS

COMMISSIQNERS CQMNIISSIONER QUALIFICATION AND OFFICE

HOLDING PROVIPINFORA VICE MAYOR COMMISSION MEETINGS
REQUIREMENTS FQRtA QUORUM AND NEED FOR A MAJORITY VOTE

COMMISSIONER VACANClES AND REPLACE ENT PRESIDING
OFEICER ORBINANCES AND VETOES PROyIl ING E OR THE

EXECUTIVE BRANCH tHlS MAYOR APPOINTED J FFICERS MAYOR

QUALIFICfTIQNS AND VACANCY AND REPLACEMENT OF THE

MA YQR PROYJDINGER ELECTIONS TERMSQF OPFICE AND THE

OATH OF OFFICE REQALE OF ELECTED OFFICIALS AMENDMENT
AND REFERENDUM OF THE CHARTER EFFECT ON EXISTING RIGHTS

ANDQRDINANGES INTjSRPRETATIONS Op THE CfIARTER CHARTER
REVIEW AND THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THISGHARTER PROVIDING

FORAPPROVAHQFABAttOT QUESTION PROYIDING FQRAPPROVAL

OF BALLQT QUESTION TITLE PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION
PROVIDING FORCQORDThJATION WITH SDPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

PROVIDINGFQRELEPJION DATE PRQVIDINQ FOR REPEAL OF
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT PROVIDING FOR SEveRABIIJTY AND

PROVIDING FORANEFEEQTNE DATE

WHEREAS Article VIII Section 2 Constitution ofthe State of Florida as revised in

1968 provides forande tablishesmtinicipa1itiesand grants to those municipalities certain
I

governmental corporate ahdptoprietarypowers to enable them to conduct municipal
t

government perform municipal fiinctibnsandrender muriiciPal services and authorities said

municipalities to exercise anypwer for municipal purposes ex ept as otherwise provided by
law and

WHEREAS Chapter 166 IJorida Statutes The Municipal Home Rule Powers Act

implements by general law thealithority and jurisdiCtion granted to municipalities by the
0

Florida Constitution andestablish shol11erule f6r said muniCipalities and

P

I
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Ordinance No 2010 10

Page 2 of 4

WHEREAS the City ofPalmetto is amuni ipality with a charter form ofgovernment
I

and
i

WHEREAS a City Charter is animportant governrneritdocument to any municipality
r ll

and

WHEREAS the City deterlllined that it was appropriate for a Charter Review
f j

Committee to review the CityCh erand recommend arneJ1dhients of the Charter to the City

Commission and I

i

WHEREAS after consideri g tpe recommendationsonh Charter Review Committee
b

r

the City Commission ofthe City ofPalmetto finds that it is in thebestinierests of the people of
l Jl

the City that the City Charter ended toprovide for a mor balanc d form ofgovernment of

the City and

lit

WHEREAS the City Commission lias determined to ubIl1it the proposed Charter

amendments for approval ordi ppf ai by the electors ofthe City

NOW THEREFj IJE iTORDAINED by the CitY Commission of the City of

Palmetto

Section 1 Submission ofPronosed harter Attached hereto and incorporated
1 1

herein is Exhibit A Exhlbit Atcontaihs the proposed arn nded and restated Charter of the

City ofPalmetto

Section2 AnntovalofthtBallotOuestion The following statement is hereby

approved as the referendum question to be placed upon the ballot as required by Section
J

101 161 Florida Statues

2



Ordinance No 201 0 10

Page 3 of4

Shan the CitY fPallnett Cluirter be amended and restated as described in

Ordinance 201010 updating clarifying and separating tbepowers and duties of tbe

M yor Vice Mayor andp9mnHssion specifying qualificatins to serve in tbeoffices of

Mayor Vice Mayor al1dC mp1iss oner regulating tbeappoilltrlentof appointed officials

and providing for adpti ll ofCio rdillances City resoludons and future amendments of

tbe Cbarter

Yes

No

SeCtion 3 BallotTitle The following is hereby approved as the ballot title as

required by Section 10LltSl FloridaSta utes

Palmetto Cbarter amendnielltsproviding for a b lanc dgovernment witb related

provisions

SeCtion 4 coordination The Mayor and City staff are hereby authorized to

coordinate with the office oftheSupervisorof Elections in order to do those things necessary to

have this referendtimplaced onthe ballot for the general eleciion cheduled for November 2
f

2010

Section 5 Publication The Amended and Restated Charter shall be available for
f

review at the Clerk s OfficeCity Ha1l through the date of the election The Mayor and City staff

shall puglish the text of theamendedCharter the current Charter and a summary of the major

amendments for review y the el ctorate by a variety of means which may include the City s

posting at City Hall and on the Website placing such information in newspapers flyers mailers

and other such me s as appropriate The City shall make every reasonable effort to fully

inform the electorate prior to the election

3



Ordinance No 2010 10

Page 4of 4

Section 6 ReDeal of Ordinance This Ordinartc ehereby repeals all ordinances

and partsofordihances inconflicfherewith to the extent of such onflict

Section 7 SeverabilitV ShoUld any portion ofthis QrdiI1allce be found by a court of

competent jurisdiction tol e ii galot uncCllstitutional then stichportion shall be served and the

remaining portions of the Ordiriariceshall be unaffected thereby

SectionS Effective Date This Ordinance shall take eJfect as provided for by
law alldby City Charter Section 14 upon execution by the Mayor or if disapproval occurs upon

reconsideration by the City C lluni sionand passing of the Ordiri ce by at least four 4 votes

ofthe City Commission The Charter Amendments provided herein shall be effective only upon

approval ofa majorityofelectqTsvoting on the measure effective upon certification of election

results

APPROVED AND rADOPfJiJD by the City Conirt1ission in open session with a

quoruni present artd voting this 19th day ofJuly 2010

First R ading
Publication
Second Reading and
Public Heating

June 21 2010

July 2 2010

luly J9 201O

CITY Of METTO FLORIDA BY

AND THROUGH
COMMISSIQN OF

PALMEITO

THE

THE CITY

CITY

OF

By
SHIRLEY GROOVER BRYANT MAYOR

ATTEST James R Freeman

By
CityClerk DeputY Clerk

4
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CHARTER

I General ProvisiohS 1 6
II Legislative Br ch 7 14

III Executive Branch l5 1 9

IV Misc i1aneousPtovisions 2027

I GENERAIi PROVISIONs
i

Section 1 Creation and powers
r

The City of PalmetfoihManatee County Florida created under and by virtue ofChapter
11059 Laws of Florida as Amended shall have all governmental corporate and proprietary
powers to enable it to conduct lltllli9iPil1 government performnlliriicipal functions and render

municipal services artdrnayexercise anypower for mtinicipalpurposes as set forth in Article

VIII Se tion2 Flor daCb stittitibl Chapter f66 Florida Statutes and as otherwise provided by
law

Section 2 Headings

The headings ascribed to ea hsection ofthis charter should riot be deemed apart thereof

Section 3 Definitions

J

As used herein the fllqWing termsshalI have the meanihg set forth Alldefined terms

shall be in italic type whenused her in

Appointed Official meanssuchunelec tedofficiat of the City as shall be provided fotby
ordinance

Qity means the City ofPall1l tto

Elector ll1ean a perso whb isa registered voter aspres9fibedby general law and is a

LegalResident ofthe C

Legal Resident means a P etsop who has estab lished a perrpanentresidence as defined as

that place where apeisdn has his or her true fixed and permanent home and principal
establishment to which Whenever absent he or Bhehas the intention of returning within the

corporate limits ofthe CityofPalrnerlo Ap rsonmayhayeonlyone permanent residence at one

time and once a permanent residence is esta blishedo1ltside of the City it is presumed to

cOhtinlleuntil the person shoWs that a change has occllited

Majority Vote means greatertqan fifty percent 50 of the Commissioners present and

voting

1
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Majority Vote of the Commission means three or more votes for or against the

p pposit on
C

Organizational Meeting mearts t1eflrst tegularIheeting of the Commission the first

regular meetilg iuJanuary Atstich qIeetihg the COlnmissionmayperfoiIn such business of the

City as may be allowed by law inclyding selection of Vice Mayot andconfirming Appointed
Officials as necessary In addi ion toatiy duties required herein

GeneralElectiontneansthestateWide general election as defined by general law

I

4 Section 4 Form of Goverhllient two branches

l

The goverrimentof the City shall consist of a LegislatiVe Branch comprised of five

elected COIllmissioners and ari Exectitive Branch consistingof an elected Mayor and such

subordinate ApPQinted Offiqials as shall be providedfor byordimu ce of the City All elected

officials shall be Electors ofthis City All officials shall perfOlin stich duties and receive such

compensation asmayb pr scribed by this Charter andordinangesof the City

Section 5 Boundaries

Thecorporatelirriits of the City ofPalfuettoshall beas set forth in the document entitled

Boundaries of the CityoLPalmetto whiclishall be on file at C ty Hall and which may be

amended from time to time to reflectannexations and contractions of the corporate limits

Section 6 Wards

i

The City C9mn1is ioi1shalh by ordinanc divide the City into three 3 wards to be

designated numerically Th City CoinmiSsionshallat any time have tliepower to alter or adjust
the boundari s of such wards by ordinance in accordan e With applicable law by Majority Vote

oftne Commission The City Corriniission shallexal11iIle the need for such alterations or

adjustments to ward boundaries at least Olice every ten I 0 years after each decennial United

States Census OfPopulation

H LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Section 7 LegislativePower

The legislative power ofthe City shall be solely vested na City Commission offlve
elected members The Commission shall have poWer to enactsllch ordinances resolutions and

policies as it shall deem neces slllto carry out the functions and services of the government
enumerated in Section 1 of thisCliarter The power of the Commission shall not extend to

involvement in management of City bperations or any other pOwer gr ted to the Executive

Branph in Part IIIbereof UJ llessproYided I eWhere in this Charter

2
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SectionS Commissioners

Three of the fiveCol11lllissicmers shall he elect d by the Electors residing within the

boundaries of the wards established as prpvidedherein The two remaining Commissioners shall

be elected at large by the Electrs6fthe entire City

S ection9 ComtnissionerQualificatiDs Assuming Office

The three 3 wardCo issiol1ers lllusteach be an Elector Additionally the three 3
ward Cotntnissionets shall each h ve been a Legal Resident of the City for a minimum of three
hundred and sixty five 365 co seclltive 4ays irnmediatelyprior to the last day ofquat ifying for
election to the office being sought and have been aLegal Resident of the ward from which they
are to he elected for a minimum ofone hlU1dr d and eighty 180 consecutive days immediately
prior to the last day of qualifying for election to the offlce sollght The tWQ at large
COmmissioners must each he an E ectorand have been a Legal Resident of the City for a

minimum ofthreehunqred and sixty five 365 consecutive daysjrillnediately prior to the last

day of qualifying for election to the office sought COmlllissionefs shall assume office on the

date of the first Cori1mission meeting following their election and shall continue to be a Legal
Resident and Elector ftheCity dutingtheirterm of office

Section 10 Vice Mayr

At each Organizational Meetihgof theCommissioh tl eCbqunission shall elect by
Majority Vote of the C01nrnissipn one COl11l11issioner to serVe as Vice Mayor who shall serve a

term of one year The Commission may eJecta new ComniissionertQserve as Vice Mayor at

any time upon anaffirniative vote offour members of the Commission Ifthe Vice Mayor seat

becomes vacant as defined inSection 12 below a substitute shall be elected by Majority Vote of
the Commission whoshallserv thereinaihder of that term The Vi e Mayor shallperform the

duties ofand have the powers of Mayor during the temporary absence or temporary disability of

the Mayor with the exception fthe veto poWer pursuant to Section 14 beloW While performing
the temporary duties of acting Mayor the Vice Mayor shall retaIn the right to vote as a

Commissioner

I

I

Section 11 Commission Meetings Qurum Majority Vote

The City Commissi6n shall hold such regular meetings and special meetings as the

Mayor Vice Mayor when acting as Mayor or the City COmfuission by Majority Vote may
call The presence of three COlllrtlissioners shall cOl1stitute aquorutnfor purposes ofconducting
City business at all Continission meetings At thefirstregtilar meeting in January the

Commission shaH hold an organizational Meeting for the purposes described in this Charter

ViHess limited elsewhere hereih all brdinances resolutions policy statements and other acts of

the Commission shaH be approvedby Majority Vote

3
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Section 12 Commission Members Vacancies Replacement

The office of a Commissioner shall become vacant upon the Commissioner s death

permanentincap ciiy Tesigmltioll pel111anertt entry pon the office of Mayor removal from

ffice in any manner authoriz dby law or orfeiture ofthe office A v cancy shall also occUr in

tl1e eventnocandidate seeks election for office Forfeittlle6foffice shall occur upon declaration

by MajoritY rote of theCommissioll if aCogunissioner a Jacks at any time during the

COlnmissio er s termfoffice llYqualification frthe oflceasprescribed in this Charter or by
law or b shall be absent for11JOre nan six consecutive regular commission meetings without

the Mayor having been notified Intheabs nceof such notification the Commission shall

inquire into the absence of the Commissioner prior to considering any motion on forfeiture of

office

As soon as pra9ticableupon theoccUrrenceofa vacancy the COllllllission by Majority
Vote of t e Commission sh ncl1ooseasuccessor to servethe re iinder ofsuch vacant term or

llJl1til the first Conimissionri1eetihgfollo ing the next Genetal Election which ever shall first
occur If the vacant tell11extends beyohd the next General E ecdon the remainder of such term

Shall be filled by a person elected insllchelection prvided ift v cancy occurs thirty days or

f werbefore the first date of qualifying for such election the appointed successor s term shall

continue to its end

J

In the event nO candidate eeks election to fill the vacancy suchCommission seat shall

bepIled by appoilltmerttbyaMajorifJI Vote of the Cornmission inthemanner set forth above

i

Ifa vacancyoccurs in the office ofa Commissioner ofa wwd the City Commission shall

appoint as succe sor apet on h9 is all Eiectorand who has been aLegalResident ofthe City
for a minimumofthtee h1illdredand sixtyfiv 36S cohs titie clayS immediately prior to the

date the vacancyocctitredandwho has beena Legal Resident ofthe ward from which they are to

be appointed for a minimum ofgnehundredanddghty l O consecutive days immediately prior
to the date the vacancy occurred Ifa yacartcy occurs in the office ofari at large Commissioner
the CommissionshaU apP9int assuccessora person who is all Elector and who has been aLegal
Resident of the City fora minimum Of three hUndreiand sixty five 365 consecutive days
immediately prior to the date the va9ancyocctrrred

Section lJ Mayor tPresideOverCommissionMeetings

The Mayor shall ilotbe member ofthe City Conunissiqn butthe Mayor shallpreside at

me tings of the Commission andshall Q v the right to take part in discussions of the

Commission The Mayor shall not have anyauth9rityto make or to second a motion or to vote

on any motion The Mayor shall have the authority to veto arty Ordinance or resolution of the

Commission in accordance ith thev to provisions set forth inSection 14 below

S ction 14 Ordinances Mayor Veto

Except as set forth elsewliere hereih ll ordinances and resolutions enacted by the

4
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Commission shall be enacted in accord ce with the procedures required by Florida law and

approvaLofthe CqmmissionbyMajority Vote Before going into effect such ordinances and

resol tions shall be submitted to th Mayor for sIgnature If th6 Mayor signs the ordinance or

resolution then itshallbecorneeffective according to its terms If the Mayor disapproves the

ordinance or resolution the Mayor shall veto he ordinance or resolution and post any objectioI1s
in Writing at City Hall The Mayor shallpresynt any obje ti ms to each member of the

Commission in writing at least five 5 calepdar days prior to the next regular meeting of the

Commission which is at leastJen iQ calendar days after the adoption of the ordinance or

resolution The Commissiortsl1 llcausethe Mayor s objections to be entered in full upon the

record of su hm eeting and shall proceeo at such meeting to yoteupon the vetoed ordinance or

resolution If the City COl11l11issiOD shall pass said ordinance or resolution by four 4 or more

votes the ordinance or resolutiollshall beome effective according to its terms Arty ordinance

orresolutioI1 which is notsigned oryetbed by the Mayor prior to the next regular meeting of the

Commission shallbe90l e ffectiveaccording to its terms

I
I

Ill EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Section 15 Executive Power

The executive power of the City shall be vested in the Mayor and such subordinate

officials as the Mayorshallappoiht as provided herein who will faithfully execute the

ordinances resolutions and policies of the City The executiVe power shall extend to

management ofthe day to dayoperationsoftpeCity

Section16 Mayor PolV els andju ies

The Mayor shall have direct supervisionov rall Appqintid Officials of the City and the

manner of conductiIg an City busim ss exceptas othetwi se provided by this Charter or by law

The Mayor shall berespoJsible forthe proper administration ofthe City goverpment and all City
affairs a provided by or under this Charter or by ordinance or resolution of the City
Commission The Mayor snail

a See that all laws PJoyisionsofthis Charter and aCts ofthe City Commission are

faithfuiIy execlJted

b Sign contractsonbehalfofthe City pursuantW the provisions ofordinat1ce and as

authorized by stich ordimlnces and re olutionsoracts as may be enacted or

approved by the CitYCoI11mission and

c Have the power to bid on all property for the City at any and all judicial sales

under process of law where the City s a party up to an amount equal to the

maximum amount owed to the City or to such other amount as may be authorized

by the City Conunission

5
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The Mayor shall have the power to appoint members of all boards commissions and committees

of the City unless otherwi e providedby law or City ordinance and subject to approval of

Majritlvote of the Commission No M yoral appointment to any board commission or

conimitteeshall extend beyond a tell1of tWo years

Section 11 Appointed Officers AppointnientandRemoval

The Mayor shall appoint a lAppointed Officials ofthe CitY If such official is appointed
for a term ofone 1 year or shorterduratiol1 the COnimission shall confirm the appointment by
Majority Vote o the Commission If the terIIl for such Appointed Official is more than one 1
year the Cominissionsh H confirm t1le appointment by four 4 or more votes If the person
does not receivesufficiecnt mftrmative v6testobe confirmed as provided herein the person shall

no longer be an Appointed Officiatartd Mayor shall appointanotlier person to serve as the

Appoint dOfficial within sixty 60 days of the prior appointment A person who is not

confirmed by theCommissloITlllay not be reappointed to thatposi ion withc mt approval of the

Colllll1ission No tetnl oiappointtnent for ap Appointed Official ha llextend beyond the date of

the first Organizational Meetingfollowing a General Electionforthe Mayor s office the Mayor
may suspend or remove Appointed Officials subject toapprovaftof Majority Vote of the

Commission unlesspreverited by law orthi Charter The City Commission may suspend or

remove Appointed fjicials by its own motion adopted by four 4 or more Votes of the

Commission members Commissioners shall be entitled to requestand receive information from

all Appointed Officials as may be necessary to conductthe duties ofthe r pffice

18 Mayor Qualifications

The Mayor must bean Elector and have been a LegatResideYlt of the City for a minimum

of three hundred
sixty
five Q65 consecutive days illllllediatelypiior to the last day of

qualifying for election to the office The Mayor shall continue to be a Legal Resident and an

Elector oithe City duringth term pf pffice

6
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more iemain in the then qurrent term of the Mayor the City Commission shall call a special
eIectign to filltheoffice ofMayor f6r the unexpired pottionQf the term and such election shall

be held and complete4 flssoon asJfacticable fo lowing theoccurtence ofthe vacancy

tV l llSCELLANEOlJS ROvIStO S

Section 20 Electiolls
0

Unless otherWise provided by law or in this Charter the election of officials under this

Charter sh iI be held at the General EleCtion during each even mtinbered year to fill the
vacancies that willo curupon the convening of the nextregularlY scheduled meeting of the

Commission

Elections shall be helcland the result determined in acc6rdahce with the ordinances ofthe
u

0

m

un
r

c

City of Palmetto or as otherwiseprovided by law AU votingshaU be by ballot All Legal
Residents of the CitY who posses theq4alificationsrequisiteofan Elector at general state

elections and who have beeD duly registered in the mannetptovidedby general law shall be

deemed legal voters at anyelec ionofthisCity

Any City employee whoquallfies to runforoffice oftheMayoror City COmmission shall

be placedqn llI1paidJeayeof absence untilthe day after the electionprovided however the

employee may utilize any unused vaqationdays befor beipg placedn the unpaid leave of

absence If the employee i unopposedfor the office as of the Jast day to qualify for election to

that office thentheemployeemayrettirnto workol1the day folloWing the last day to qualify for

the office

S ction 21 Terms ofOff ce Elections Oath of Office

EachComI11issioner andthe Mayorshall be elected for atetm offour 4 yearsi except as

may be provided inthis CharterAIl lected officials of the CJity shallhold office untiL their

successor are eh ctedcand qu lified exceptas9therwiseprovided forunder this Charter The

electio1 of t4e Mayotand theCorrimissioners shallbestagger dsuch that the Mayor and the At

Latge Comtrlissioners are notelected iJl ih isame GeneralElection as the Ward Commissioners

The election oft e Mayor and AtoLargeCopUnissioners shallbeheld concurrently with General

Election fot the United States Presidenthil Election General Elections shall be held concurrent

with stateWi de General Elections

Unlessotherwiseprovidedin this Charter each elected official shaH assume the duties of
office atthefirstregularly sc eduled meeting of theCommis ionfollowing the General Eleption
in which the official is elected

Each electedofficial before entering uponoftice shall take and subscribe to the

following oath or affirination

7
4



r l r r t

0

I do solenmly swear affirm that I will support protect and defend
the Constitution and Govel11ll1el1toftheWnited States and of the State of Florida and the Charter
and Government ofthe City of palrfletto Jhai lain qualifi d tohold officeunder the Constitution
and laws of the State of Florida andooqer the Charter artd Ordinances of the City ofPalmetto

I

that I will well and faithfully perform atall times the duties of the office of City
CommissionerMayoron whichI amnow ab6utto enter sohelp m God

Section 22 Recall

The Electors of the Qity shan have the power to recall and remove from office any
electedofficialoftheCity pursmmtto th procedures prescribed by law

J

Sectioll23 Amendment Referendum

A referendum shall be autl10fized whenever there shall be presented to the City
Commission a petition signed by ten percent 10 ofthe re istered Electors of the City as of
the last General Election of the City proposing an amendment to this Charter or to any
ordinance or resolution of the City Such petition shall clearly set forth in full the proposed
amendment and theamendrrtentshaU be limited toasingle subject Upon receipt of a petition
meeting the requirementsof this Ch er and ofgenerallaY the proposed amendment shall be

submitted to avote ofthe Elector ofthe City atthe next General E ection The simple majority
of the votes cast at such electio1 sha1l pesufficient for passage of theamendrrtent submitted to

referendum The City COlllIrlission mayaniehd thiSCha11er by ordinance or referendum as

provided by general law

Section 24 Effect Upon Existillg Rights 3nd Qrdinances

All ordinances inheffectuponJhe doptiQn ofthis Charter to the extent not inconsistent
with it shall remain in force unless arriendedas provided herein

All rights claims actions 6rders contracts artd legal or administrative proceedings
involving the City shall continue except as modified pursuant to the provisions ofthis Charter

All ordinances and parts of ordinances and resolutions ihconflict with this Charter are

hereby repealed to the extent ofsuciLconflict

Section 25 Interpretation

Any doubt that m arisejn theconstruction of this Charter or any ordinance hereafter

passed by the City Commission shall beoconstrued aild applied in thel11anner most favorable to
the City Any ordinance hereafter passed shall be consistent with this Charter and to the extent

ofany inconsistency this Chartershall control
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In the event any section or part of a section of this Charter shall be deClared illegal or
C

imconstitutionalbyapycoUrtcofcompetentjurisdiction such decision shall not affect the validity
ofallY othetor the temairtderotthesections of this Charter

26 Charter Review

This Charter shall be referred to a Charter Review Committee for review upon the
occurrence ofone of the following

Passage offivey ars from the date ofthe most recent amendment to this Charter

Resolution ofthe City COrru11ission or

Referendwnpursuaht toSection23 of this Charier

Section27 Effective nate 1
1his Cliarter shall take ffect onJhe d y after the Gerzeral Election of20 1 O

G O OCUMEN1MPB CITY OF PALMETT02008 CHARTER REVIEWCharter c1ean 6 17 1 O rtf
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