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CITY OF PALMETTO

CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

March 11, 2010
7:00 p.m.

Chairman Ron Witt called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

Roll Call.
Present: Ron Witt, Chair, Frank Brunner, Vice Chair, Bill Belle, Ray Dielman, Cynthia
Fobbs, Robert Rotondo,

Absent: Bob Anderson; Robert Smith, Béverly Varnadore, Darrell Woodie
1. APPROVAL.OF AGENDA -

Motion: Mr. Dielman moved, Mr. Brunner seconded and motion carried
unanimously to approve the March 11, 2010 agenda.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: Mr. Dielman moved, Mr. Brunner seconded and motion carried
unanimously to approve the December 3, 2009 minutes.

3. REVIEW: COMMISSION COMMENTS OF DRAFT CHARTER

Mr. Barnebey led a discussion of the, City Commission comments of the proposed Charter. The
Commission reviewed the proposed Charter at three City workshops. The Commission sent the
Charter back with sections for the Committee to reconsider.

Section 16:  Mayor — Powers and Duties

Regarding two-year term limits for mayoral appointments to boards, Mr. Barnebey said this
provision will require ordinance amendments. Discussion ensued, and it was the consensus of
the Committee to retain this suggestion

Section 19:  Vacancy of Mayor

Mr. Barnebey said the Commissioners wanted the Vice Mayor to become the interim Mayor and
be able to continue to vote and keep the Commission seat until a new Mayor is elected. Mr.
Barnebey said that language could be crafted and he felt that six months should be the
maximum amount of time for that scenario. Mr. Witt said the Charter Committee was trying to
avoid a special election.

Mr. Brunner opined that based on months of discussion he feels the Committee covered the
bases and gave several options for an unlikely event. Any one of the current Commissioners is
capable of fulfilling the role of Mayor. It's not necessary to be in the office forty hours a week.
Mr. Witt agreed provisions for succession had been built in.

There was a consensus to keep the language in Section 19 as recommended by the
Committee. It is just a recommendation, and the Commission can either accept or reject it.

Ms. Fobbs said she perceives that the Commission wants an interim Mayor to be able to talk to
the Commission and retain the right to vote, and this is a conflict. Mr. Barnebey commented that
an acting or interim Mayor could not talk to the other Commissioners.

Mr. Rotondo sees that Commissioners might have a problem giving up a Commission seat to
become Mayor, but the language gives the Vice Mayor a choice. Mr. Brunner said if nothing
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else, this discussion has drawn attention to the real importance of the Vice Mayor and that it
really is more than a.ceremonial position.

The Committee reconfirmed its position that the Charter must be amended by referendum and
not by ordinance by the Commission. (Section 23) By ordinance it can be referred to a Charter
Review Committee and then by ordinance to a referendum.

Commissioner Cornwell asked to add a definition for City as the City of Palmetto.

Mr. Bamebey said the topic of the appointment of a second Vice Mayor came up in the
Commission workshop. The primary reason was in the event the Mayor and Vice Mayor were
absent for a meeting. Following discussion, Mr. Barnebey said it could be handled through their
rules of procedure, outside the Charter. The Committee agreed this is a procedural issue.
Citizens have voted for the Commission and have confidence in their elected officials. They
rejected the idea of a second Vice Mayor.

The Commission agreed with the language in Section 17 that appointed officials terms not
extend beyond December 31 following a General Election, just as the Committee suggested.

The members discussed Section 12, which states that in the event of a Cornmission seat
vacancy, the other Commissioners will appoint someone to fill the remainder of that term. There
was a question if there should be a special election as up to four years could remain in the term.
In answer to Ms. Fobbs’ question, Mr. Barnebey said the criteria for the office must still be met.
In review however, it appears the Committee had covered the bases by providing, in Section 12,
that ...If the vacant term extends beyond the next General Election , the remainder of the term
shall be filled by a person elected in such election. No change will be made to this section.

Mr. Barnebey was asked by the Commission to include a definition of “organizational meeting.”

The Committee was reappointed by Commission to continue the Charter review. The new
appointment expires August 15 201 0.

Mr. Barnebey will add a sentence to Section 14 cIarlfylng that an acting or interim Mayor has no
veto power. Only an actual sitting Mayor will have the veto power.

Based on the meeting this evening, Mr. Barnebey will revise the proposed Charter and send it
out to the Committee for review. There may be a need for one more meeting.

MOTION: Mr. Dielman moved, Mr. Belle seconded, and motion carried unanimously
to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m.

Minutes approved:

Ron Witt, Chair




